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Before Peter's day Russia had not had a single warship. At Peter's death
the Baltic fleet consisted of 48 large sailing vessels and a multitude of
galleys. The Kussian navy became one of the most powerful in
Europe. Russian sailors covered themselves with undying glory by their
victories over the Swedish navy.

In the 17th century boyars had simultaneously fulfilled the func-
tions of army conimanders} tax collectors and judges. Peter drew a line
between military service and the civil service. In 1722 a "table of ranks"
establishing a new system of promotion was issued. This table divided
all military and civil officials into 14 ranks. Everyone had to begin,
military or civil service in the lowest rank. Whereas before Peter's day
the sons of the aristocracy had immediately received the highest titles,
they were now obliged to enter the Preobrazhensky or Semyonovsky
guards regiments as rank-and-file soldiers and only later were commis-
sioned as officers. Xo one was permitted to receive a higher rank without
having first held the lower. The aim of the army reorganization was to
create an armed force with which the noblesse empire could defend its
borders and strengthen the power of the landlords within the country.

Opponents of Reformation. The changes in culture, social customs
and political structure of Russia arouped opposition among the old aris-
tocracy and a section of the clergy. The large landowners of old noble
stock were loath to relinquish the old life of indolent ease and plenty
and were hostile toward the "base born" men whom Peter had brought
into prominence for their ability and merit.

The malcontents hoped that Prince Alexei, Peter's son by his first
wife, Yevdokla Lopukhina. would abolish the innovations of his father
after his death. Prince Alexei had been brought up under the influence
of the clergy and his mother's relatives, who hated Peter. Alexei impa-
tiently awaited his father's death and even hoped to incite a mutiny
of the troops against him. Peter warned and urged his son several times
to mend his ways. "You should love everything that advances the Wel-
fare and honour of your country," he said to him. "If my advice goes
unheeded I shall disown you." Prince Alexei not only ignored his
father's advice but became a traitor to his country and fled to Austria.
Peter arranged the extradition of his son and then had him tried for trea-
son by a special tribunal, which passed a sentence of death. The prince
died in prison soon after. His death was a great blow to those who
dreamed of a return to the old order.

9.   CULTURE  AND   EDUCATION

Cultural Advancement. Cultural backwardness had been, one of the
causes of Eussia's weakness in the 17th century. The new institutions
could not function without an educated and competent body of men,
The army needed artillery specialists and engineers* Canal construction,,